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the brief life of modern books. He may be talking in periods of
geology, and be deploring the present neglect of Aurignacian
letters; if he is thinking post-Homeric, then I call his sentiments
rot. There has never been such interest in books as there is to-
day, nor so much writing, nor so much book-publishing nor so
much book-buying, nor so much reading of books, or about
books. This century holds the record in every particular. A
book's life only begins when the newness has passed off its
covers, and when the reviewers have stopped talking. He is con-
fusing the news-value of a book with its being read. Go to ...
'Great looks are written in moods of spiritual light and intellectual
certainty ^
I would maintain against him that these moods never produced
an imaginative work the size of a mouse from any of the people
sterile enough to feel certain. My notion of the world's big books
are War and Peace, The Brothers Karamazoff, Moby Dick, Rabelais,
Don Quixote. Of course we treat of prose. There's a fine set of
cores of darkness! But of course his idea of a great book may be
different. Probably he uses 'romantic' in some special sense, as a
word of abuse. I do not know how the coteries transcribe it
now-a-days. We used to mean by it books like the Odyssey, as
compared with the 'classical' works, which were the Iliad or
Marmion sort of thing.
The title of my book was a reminiscence, for my ear, of a
destroyed book of mine. But it fits the new S.P. better than it
fitted the old. Perhaps Read is not fond of Jewish symbolism?
I hate bibliophiles, and did my best to throw them off the track
with The S.P.; so I did not number my copies, or declare how
large the edition was (the published guesses are wide of the truth)
or have a standard binding, or signatures, or index, or anything
posh. It is heavy, so as to be little carried about. Its type is too
large for my taste, but the Lanston people2 hadn't a decent 11
point in 1923. It is grangerised of course, I said why, in my
preface to the Illustrations. Why shouldn't I grangerise my own
book? I bowdlerised it too.
1 A quotation from Read's review.
a The Lanston Monotype Corporation, which now ofiers an almost infinite variety of
type faces.